Introduction
Professional motivation has been central to the conduct of quality assurance programmes throughout the United Kingdom, Europe, and other parts of the world for many years, the single common aim being to effect continuous improvement in the quality of health care.
A general account of the operation of UK NEQAS is given by Lewis This reflected its concern over the difficulties of monitoring and ensuring satisfactory standards of performance when diagnostic tests in pathology are performed by non-laboratory staff and those outside the main laboratory.
Near patient testing (NPT) has increased considerably since then, and the guidelines were reviewed and reissued in March 1992, as a more extensive statement was required on the purchase and use of laboratory equipment in non-laboratory environments. Failure to use and maintain equipment correctly can lead to grossly inaccurate results.3 There are many advantages to patients and clinical staff in NPT, but to ensure that these are achieved, good quality assurance is essential.
In family practitioner premises NPT has been more widely practised since the introduction of payments for screening in practitioner contracts. Ltd as important for the purposes of accreditation. There are many schemes independent of NEQAS which are operated at a regional or local level, or which are available commercially, and some or all of them may be worthy of recognition and approval. At the request of CPA, the Joint Working Group has issued guidance regarding the criteria which, in their professional view, such schemes should satisfy. The Joint Working Group has also agreed to act as the body recognising and approving the professional worth and quality of schemes submitted to it. Clearly, in the event of disagreement between the organisers or sponsors of schemes (the applicants) and the NQAAPs who act on behalf of the Joint Working Group (the assessors) on the quality of such schemes, provision should be made for appeal. This matter is presently being considered by the Joint Working Group.
Future work
The Joint Working Group will be considering harmonisation of EQAS within the European Community and advising on the establishment of a UKNEQAS board to replace the former Advisory Committee on the
